
“The Promise”
Music and Lyrics by Benjamin Shalva

I stumbled by,

In a shady spot I lay,

Following the stars,

The old trails of yesterday.

The rock beneath my head

Is marked by time and fire.

It’s a fitting place for heroes,

But I’m the lonely liar, the lonely liar.

They say the guilty man

Can sleep the sleep of babes.

For him, every night’s 
A dress rehearsal for the grave.

But me, 
I’m not ready to say my last goodbye.

Not with this ladder

Shooting straight up to the sky, 
Right to the sky.

UP AND UP,

WHAT DOES IT MEAN?

THE GROUND’S BELOW,

THE SKY’S ABOVE,

AND I – I’M STUCK BETWEEN.

UP AND UP,

SO FAR FROM HOME.

BUT I’VE A PROMISE 
FROM ABOVE,

THAT I’M NOT ALONE.

I don’t regret the lies.

I don’t regret mistakes.

I offer this midnight climb

To salve my brother’s aches.

It’s neither of our faults,

I’m duty-bound to steal.

Mother set the stage,

She bore me on your heel, on your heel.

Father it’s a shame

Your eyes have seen their last.

The sounds of sons and sins

Now blend with visions of the past.

Do you see your own father 
As he raises his knife?

Do you press your palms upon my head

To once more save your life, 
To save your life?

UP AND UP,

WHAT DOES IT MEAN?

THE GROUND’S BELOW,

THE SKY’S ABOVE,

AND I – I’M STUCK BETWEEN.

UP AND UP,

SO FAR FROM HOME.

BUT I’VE A PROMISE 
FROM ABOVE,

THAT I’M NOT ALONE.

In the morning when I wake up 
And I find that I’ve gotten nowhere,

I’ve still a lifetime to climb.
I build an altar 
With words instead of rungs.

One night’s dream,

And a family has begun, has begun.

There is a well,

The deepest place I know,

Far from the stars,

Far from the places ladders go.

She enters knowing,

We kiss, I start to cry.

It’s in our deepest love,

That I finally reach the sky, 
Reach the sky.
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